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Facts about plagiarism

1
• It’s on the rise… everywhere!

(Gullifer & Tyson, 2010 ; Mishra &Gautam, 2017)

• The importance of attribution is not 
taught to students 

(McGowan et Lightbody, 2008; Ransome & Newton, 2018)

Facts about plagiarism

Students…
§ need to understand why they should do 

the work rather than plagiarize (Eaton, 
Guglielmin & Otoo, 2017)

§ don’t know what, when and how to 
quote information found on the web 
(Baruchson-Arbib et Yaari, 2004)

§ commit involuntary plagiarism (Das, 
2018)
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How can we 
prevent plagiarism?

Educational interventions could prevent
plagiarism Scanlon (2003)

2

What do students need to learn?

Digital scrapbooking strategies are used to 
select information in various formats (images, 
videos, texts) in order to reorganise them and 
to weave a new creation
(Peters, 2015)
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Digital Scrapbooking Strategies

Digital scrapbooking strategies are used to 
select information in various formats (images, 
videos, texts) in order to reorganise them and 
to weave a new creation
(Peters, 2015)
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Methodology

3

Questionnaire

66 questions
Likert scales (frequency, agreement)
4 sections:
▫ Informational competencies
▫ Writing competencies
▫ Referencing competencies
▫ Plagiarism knowledge
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Who were our student participants?

6 Quebec universities

Undergraduate students from various 
disciplines mostly education (19%), 
health sciences (10%) and social 
sciences (9%)

951 students completed the 
questionnaire

Who were our student  participants?
Age Frequency Percentage

Errors 72         7,6
17 or younger 2 0,2
18-19 62 6,5
20-21 217 22,8
22-23 217 22,8
24-29 195 20,5
30-40 111 11,7
40-50 53 5,6
50-60 19 2,0
60 and + 3 0,3
Valid total 951 100,0

66%
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Who were our faculty participants?

6 Quebec universities

362 participants

31% men / 24% women / 45% N/A

Between the ages of  28 and 71

Preliminary research results

4
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What do students expect to learn?

B!

88%

What do teachers expect the 
students to know?

60%
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What do students expect to learn?

B!

90%

What do teachers expect the 
students to know?

65%
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What do students expect to learn?

B!

87%

What do teachers expect the 
students to know?

49%
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What do students expect to learn?

B!

73%

What do teachers expect the 
students to know?

62%
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What could we teach them to help 
prevent plagiarism?

B!

71%

What could we teach them to help 
prevent plagiarism?

B!
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What could we teach them to help 
prevent plagiarism?

B!

What could we teach them to help 
prevent plagiarism?

B!

62%
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What could we teach them to help 
prevent plagiarism?

B!

82%

Why should we teach them the 
importance of plagiarism?

B!

69%
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Preliminary conclusions at this point

1. Students need to develop better 
digital scrapbooking strategies

2. They need to develop competencies
3. Faculty of every discipline need to 

start teaching some of these 
strategies and competencies at 
university…

What’s next?

1. Quantitative data analysis of all the 
questions from both faculty and 
students

2. Qualitative analysis of 50 individual 
faculty interviews and 32 student 
group interviews. 

3. Form an international partnership 
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PARTNERSHIP 2019

The Academic Integrity research group (AIRG): 
Promoting Academic Integrity by training 
university students.

5

Confirmed Partners
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Interested in this
Partnership?

Contact Martine Peters at 
martine.peters@uqo.ca
(819) 595-3900 Ext. 4463


