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The other day in the cafeteria - rumours about plagiarism
In order to inform and educate students (and staff), we have collected these common rumours, myths/questions and drafted possible answers. We react to them in a FAQ-like scheme.

I’ve heard…

…that it’s OK to copy certain standard expressions, because they are common in my field of study. And some things just can’t be expressed differently without losing their scholarly character.
As a general rule, parts of other texts may not be copied without citing the relevant source. In some fields of study, however, using certain standard expressions may be permissible, for example in describing standardized experimental set ups, or research methods/protocols. When in doubt, ask your tutors whether this applies to your field of study.
Apart from these cases, there are usually a variety of possible ways of describing something. The processes and results to be observed in the studies or experiments you document in the course of your studies are not always exactly the same. For this reason, you should make sure that your way of documenting these processes and results is exactly suited to the work you have been doing, and this includes avoiding mindless copying of parts of other works.
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