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“Why do we even give sources?” – Reasons for good practice maintaining integrity
· Make the origin of content comprehensible (traceability, verifiability, transparency; that concerns the key feature of scientific activities)
· Enhance readability and further reading of original sources
· Build on previous work (efficiency, progress)
· Clarify responsibilities (accountability, protection)
· Integrate into the discourse (intellectual location, context, relation)
· Develop or reject existing knowledge (differentiation)
· Being thankful and respect originality (estimation, decency, tribute)
· Open up research options (source references)
· Enable assessment (testing competencies)
· Appreciation of knowledge (significance)
· Practice and exercise professional behaviour and working methods (professional training, functioning of science)
· Conduct with integrity, during education as preparation for the working environment (relevance after graduation)
· Achieve reputable results (review approval, recognition)
· Use traceable previous information for critically analysing your data.
· Avoid consequences of misconduct (exam failure, social stigmatisation, penalty)
· …

Notes to educators
· A list of reasons can be collected by students with different didactic methods (homework or in-class; single or group work; brainstorming or enquiry; …).
· The above list may be used by educators to complement the results by students.
· Positive reasons are preferred. Especially the aspect of clarifying responsibilities and protecting yourself as an author from the responsibility for inaccurate results of others by giving the source of the used content from other authors appears to be strongly convincing and a seldom mentioned reason.
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