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Who are the victims of academic malpractice?
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“My PhD advisor stole 
my research data!”

“One of my co-
authors manipulated 
data and now I’m 
being accused!”

“My paper was 
plagiarised!”

“My teaching materials are 
being used elsewhere 
without my consent!”

“I’ve reported a bad action and 
now I’m being persecuted!”

“I’m not a co-author of a 
paper I did most of the work!”



Who are the victims of academic malpractice?
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Victims of 
AM

Inadvertent 
plagiarists

Whistleblowers

Victims of 
predatory 
publishers

People denied 
credit in 

publications

People whose work has 
been plagiarised

Institutional 
“witch-hunting”

Authorship 
abuse

Contract 
cheating

People accused 
of misconduct 

actions

People who left 
academia based on 

violated AI 
practices, etc.

Black-listed 
people



Do victims of unethical actions feel supported?
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✔Few research on reporting academic/research misconduct and the impacts on both the 
victims and the respondents (see Gunsalus, 1998; Bouter & Hendrix, 2017);

✔Filling charges of scientific misconduct can be a risky and dangerous endeavor –
whistleblowers often pay a high price!

✔Lack of institutional support mechanisms and formal procedures!

✔Reporting suspected scientific misconduct is a shared and serious responsibility of all 
scientific community!

✔The two sides of the coin: misconduct or misunderstanding?



Roots to the Victim Support Portal
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Establishment of a new 
Working Group (2019)

Development of an 
interactive web portal 
for victims of academic 

malpractices

Prototype presented at 
ENAI Annual 

Conference in Dubai 
2020

FAITH project: enable 
further developments 
and long-term support 

network for victims 



Erasmus+ FAITH project
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✔FAITH – Facing Academic Integrity Threats

✔Cooperation partnerships in higher education (2021-1-
TR01-KA220-HED-000027559)

✔Timeline: 28th Feb 2022 – 27th Feb 2025 (36 months)

✔Budget: 274,709.00 EUR

https://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/faith/

https://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/faith/


Erasmus+ FAITH project
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PR1 – Policy for good practice 

• Establish a benchmark for minimum standards for Academic Integrity 
policies in Europe and beyond based on good practice internationally

PR2 - Proactive approach to deter academic misconduct

• Design evidence-based guidance and training materials on how to 
prevent, detect and deter academic misconduct

PR3 – Support for victims of academic misconduct

• Establish an interactive portal and support network for victims of 
academic misconduct



Victim Support Portal
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https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/

https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/


Victim Support Portal
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Why
?

• Support network
• Raise awareness 

on effective 
mechanisms to 
support victims

To 
whom?

• Anyone seeking advice!
• Students, researchers, 

academic staff, jornal 
editors, etc.

How?
• Describe your problem
• Private posts
• Advice from mentors

https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/

https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/


How to seek support?
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• Description of an 
issue of academic 
or research 
malpractice

• Private post!

Ask for support

• Experts in 
academic & 
research integrity

• Assess the case

Mentors • Advice based on the 
nature of the case

• 1 or > mentors
• All communications 

made in the Portal

Support



Meet our Mentors
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✔Academics and researchers from the FAITH 
project and ENAI;

✔ Experts in academic and research integrity 
issues (e.g. plagiarism, authorship, publication 
ethics; AI policies; etc.)

✔Mentors will be assigned to a case, based on 
the expertise of the mentor and nature of the 
case;

✔ Victims may choose the mentor (optional).



Meet our Mentors
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✔Click on individual mentors to learn more 
about their expertise!

✔ https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/list-
of-mentors/

Facebook

Twitter

https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/list-of-mentors/
https://academicintegrity.eu/victims/list-of-mentors/
https://www.facebook.com/academicintegrity.eu
https://www.facebook.com/academicintegrity.eu
https://twitter.com/enaintegrity


Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic 
Misconduct
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✔ Cases made public after 
receiving informed consent 
from the victim

✔ Raise awareness and support 
people facing similar problems

✔ Interact with others!

✔ Comments made public only 
after assessment of content



Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic 
Misconduct
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Stories

Real cases of academic 
and research 
misconduct

Open discussions

Blog

Personal reflections 
from mentors & other 
experts on academic & 
research malpractice

Open discussions

Resources

Relevant bibliography

Guideline documents

Webinar & other 
educational materials

You are welcome to contribute with stories, blog posts and resources!



Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic 
Misconduct
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Victim Support Portal - Impact

✔ > 7,000 page views

✔ > 600 users

✔ > 50 countries

✔ 9 cases supported

✔ 2 cases made public

✔Main issues: plagiarism, data manipulation, 
peer-review and authorship, work dispute

✔ Conference presentations, partners’ local 
presentations, interview, webinar, leaflet

18th May 2023 16



Supporting Victims – Lessons learned from the 
Portal
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• Some cases require multiple 
actions…

• …or the victim has done all 
possible actions!

• Reporting & transparent 
procedures for 
investigations

• Support victims 

• Set of 
advice/guidance

• Institutional/Cultural 
context

• Emotional 
context

• Details 
matter

Reporting
Mentors
Support

ActionsInstitutions

Research in this area is crucial!



Thank you for your attention!
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Contact us anytime!

▪ European Network for Academic Integrity –
info@academicintegrity.eu

▪ Rita Santos – Executive Director, Senior Researcher & 
Project Manager – rita.santos@academicintegrity.eu
victims@academicintegrity.eu

Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

YouTube

mailto:info@academicintegrity.eu
mailto:rita.santos@academicintegrity.eu
mailto:victims@academicintegrity.eu
https://www.facebook.com/academicintegrity.eu
https://www.facebook.com/academicintegrity.eu
https://twitter.com/enaintegrity
https://www.linkedin.com/in/enai-european-network-for-academic-integrity-9a4578168/
https://www.youtube.com/@europeannetworkforacademic4752

	Diapositivo 1: Victim Support Portal – an interactive online platform to support victims of misconduct in research and education
	Diapositivo 2: Who are the victims of academic malpractice?
	Diapositivo 3: Who are the victims of academic malpractice?
	Diapositivo 4: Do victims of unethical actions feel supported?
	Diapositivo 5: Roots to the Victim Support Portal
	Diapositivo 6: Erasmus+ FAITH project
	Diapositivo 7: Erasmus+ FAITH project
	Diapositivo 8: Victim Support Portal
	Diapositivo 9: Victim Support Portal
	Diapositivo 10: How to seek support?
	Diapositivo 11: Meet our Mentors
	Diapositivo 12: Meet our Mentors
	Diapositivo 13: Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic Misconduct
	Diapositivo 14: Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic Misconduct
	Diapositivo 15: Raising Awareness on Victims of Academic Misconduct
	Diapositivo 16: Victim Support Portal - Impact
	Diapositivo 17: Supporting Victims – Lessons learned from the Portal
	Diapositivo 18: Thank you for your attention!

