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Glossary for Academic Integrity
STRIVING FOR COMMON UNDERSTANDING ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Background
➢ Lack of common agreement about the meaning and boundaries of academic integrity and
related terms can lead to inconsistent practices when combating potential misconduct and
hinders enhancement of quality in education and research
➢ There is a need to develop a global shared understanding of academic integrity and
misconduct that will serve as a common ground for efficient and effective practices in
academia and beyond
➢ An international interdisciplinary team has developed a Glossary for Academic Integrity
based on substantial set of reliable and widely used national and international academic
integrity focused documents. The Glossary is a valuable tool to foster consistency in
academic integrity and to manage potential misconduct on various levels and in different
contexts.

What is the issue?
Academic integrity is one of the key pillars
supporting academic and research conduct.
However, currently a multitude of interpretations
exist of academic integrity related concepts.
Consequently, in practice, multi-faceted terms and
unclear definitions hinder academic-integrityoriented solutions.

The Glossary covers terms and their synonyms as
well as highlighting nuances of many forms of
specific behaviours related to misconduct, e.g.
plagiarism, contract cheating or breach of
authorship ethics.

The Glossary serves as a basis to further common
understanding on academic integrity through
systematic collection of both old and new relevant
terms, with clearly defined meanings and contexts.

60 core sources

The Glossary contains 208 terms and their
definitions related to different areas of academic
integrity and misconduct, including ethical values,
integrity management, research ethics, copyright,
authorship standards, contract cheating, plagiarism
and many others.

Development of the Glossary

440

terms

30

208 terms in the Glossary

This Glossary is expected to be a living document that will evolve and adapt over time as terminology
changes.

EXAMPLE – A multitude of forms of misconduct related to authorship
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
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AUGMENTED
PUBLICATION
AUTHORSHIP ABUSE
COVERT
DUPLICATION
GHOST AUTHORSHIP
GHOST WRITER
GHOSTWRITING
GIFT AND GUEST
AUTHORSHIP

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

INVENTED
AUTHORSHIP
MISLEADING
ATTRIBUTION
'MEAT EXTENDERS'
MULTIPLE
SUBMISSION
MUTUAL ADMIRATION
AUTHORSHIP

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

REDUNDANT
PUBLICATION
SELF-PLAGIARISM
SIMULTANEOUS
SUBMISSION
SELF-STEALER
UNETHICAL
AUTHORSHIP

What is the value of the Glossary?
This Glossary could be of value to national
ombudspersons, judicial authorities,
compliance officers, research project leaders,
business managers, higher education
institutions and individuals in academia,
especially including students, academic
teachers, policy developers and others.

It can serve as a tool for the education of
students to be able to recognize and deal
with possible forms of misconduct.

Higher education institutions can rely on
the Glossary to foster a common
understanding of academic integrity in their
community and to enhance integrity
management.

Research project managers can enhance the
work of their teams to strive towards
responsible research practices.

Ombudspersons can make use of the
glossary in clarifying meaning and settling
disputes involving misconceptions.

Availability of the Glossary and development of other tools for improvement of
academic integrity
Glossary for Academic Integrity is available for download at:
http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/wp
content/uploads/2018/02/GLOSSARY_final.pdf
Interactive Glossary for Academic Integrity will be preliminary available in August 2018 at:
http://www.ac ademicintegrity.eu/wp/glossary/
General Guidelines for Academic Integrity will be available in July 2018 at:
http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/handbook/
Self-Assessment and Self-Evaluation Tools will be available in early 2019 at:
http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/handbook/
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