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ECAIP 2022 Porto – Informed consent

● In this workshop we will invite participants to contribute their ideas and experiences, 
some of which we intend to include in a paper we write based on this workshop. Any 
contribution from participants that we include will be anonymised.

● The Ethics Committee of the University of Porto (CEUP) has given approval for the 
conference organisers and workshop coordinators to collect responses from 
participants, subject to the conference organisers providing information for 
participants asking them to complete an informed consent form.

● You only need to sign the form once for the whole conference. If you have not 
yet signed the form, please click on the link below and read the information provided 
before signing the form: https://bit.ly/ECAIP2022_InformedConsent

● Please note that participation is voluntary; if you do not wish to contribute to any of the 
workshops or provide feedback on the conference as a whole, then there is no need to sign 
the form.

https://bit.ly/ECAIP2022_InformedConsent


Three 
bridges

1: Academic Integrity and Research Integrity

2: Academic Integrity and Business Ethics

3: Academic Integrity and Citizen Science

A HOLISTIC PERSPECTIVE



CODE: 83 44 92 4

What do you think of first when you hear about CS?

Have you ever participated / considered participating in a CS project?

menti.com



 

Concept of CS following the European Citizen Science Association (ECSA), CS will 
here be understood as an “umbrella” term for “a variety of ways in which the public 
participate in science” and where “citizens are actively involved in research, in 
partnership or collaboration with scientists or professionals”, with the aim of gaining new 
scientific knowledge or influencing policy. 

Relevance CS practitioners may have a slightly different understanding of CS and 
different interests (motivations) in participating in CS run by academia. There is a lack of 
guidelines in CS that would be entirely dedicated to ethical issues in CS. 

Target groups The guidelines are designated for master and doctoral students and 
their supervisors; 

To be applied in the European Union context, aiming to tackle the issues that are crucial 
for implementing ethical CS in Europe.



Source:  Kimberly, E. (2020) Citizen scientists measuring snow in places scientists can’t. 
<https://www.mountbakerexperience.com/citizen-scientists-measuring-snow-in-places-scientists-cant/>

https://www.mountbakerexperience.com/citizen-scientists-measuring-snow-in-places-scientists-cant/


Source: National Park Service.(n.d.). Young Scientists Measure Ice and Snow in Denali. 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/denali-alison-project.htm

https://www.nps.gov/articles/denali-alison-project.htm


Scisctarter. (n.d.) The Neureka Project. <https://scistarter.org/the-neureka-project>



Involving the public raises various challenges:

E. g., data governance, data quality, 
openness and privacy,
Ownership of data and intellectual property,
assessment of physical, privacy risks,
issues of informed consent, 
ethical protocols,
unethical behavior,
exploitation,
conflicts of interests, 
power imbalances,
various forms of research misconducts 

(Resnik et al., 2015; Wyler et al., 2016; Storksdieck et al., 2016; Makuch &  Acxel, 2018; 
Wyler & Haklay, 2018;  Eleta et al., 2019; Lynn et al., 2019;  Patrick-Lake & Goldsack, 
2019; Rasmussen, 2019; Roy & Edwards, 2019;  Balázs, 2021; Tauginienė et al., 2021)



Sharing in groups
20 min.



Sharing in groups 20 min.

What potential issues would you consider if you were to involve citizen 
scientists into your (current) research project?



Structure of the Guidelines

Institutional Oversight
Power Imbalances
Conflicts of Interests
Informed Consent
Privacy and Confidentiality 
Use of Technology 
Data Management
Intellectual Property
Ethical Publishing 



EXAMPLES OF GUIDELINES:

● Informed Consent
● Privacy and Confidentiality
● Power imbalances



 Guideline  #1
If your research involves human subjects as research participants, make sure that you 
have their informed consent
Guideline  #2
If those participating in research belong to a vulnerable group, make sure that they 
receive appropriate protection,  the research project requires their participation, and the 
group in question stands to benefit from the knowledge, practices or interventions that 
result from the research.
Guideline #3
Depending on the type of citizen involvement, it is advised that you seriously consider 
what type of consent best fits your project, for instance whether you should opt for 
dynamic consent rather than the standard procedure of informed consent associated with 
clinical studies.

Informed Consent



 

Guideline #1
If your research involves human subjects as research participants (either active 
participants or passive providers of data), make sure that privacy and confidentiality 
are respected and assured.
Guideline #2
 Professional scientists (supervisors) are obliged to inform volunteers of technical 
details concerning collection and treatment of personal information.

Privacy and Confidentiality



 

Guideline #1
Be aware of the various power imbalances that might exist between researchers and citizens 
participating in the project and avoid the risk of exploitation and instrumentalization.

Guideline #2
Be attentive to the expectations of those citizen scientists that participate in the project.
Guideline #3
If feasible, make sure to facilitate an inclusive and ongoing discussion between researchers and 
volunteering citizens about the project.

Power Imbalances



Please find more in Guidelines for Citizen Science

"Coming Soon..." by Gene Hunt is marked with CC BY 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/90384027@N00/15019128109
https://www.flickr.com/photos/90384027@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse


Twitter: @projectbridge_
Facebook: @infobridgeproject

http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/bridge/


